
 

At St Monica’s we are a vibrant Catholic community that works collaboratively to empower its 

members to be inclusive learners, custodians and citizens 
 

 

                      
 
 
Dear Parents & Carers, 
 
At present I am in Cooba attending the Year 5/6 leadershp camp. 
We have had a great two days so far and a successful first night 
(despite some lack of sleep across the board). 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to say congratulations to Mrs 
Rachael Hind in the successful appointment as the new Librarian 
at St Francis Xaxier College (SFX). Rachael will finish with St Monica’s on Friday 7 April 
and begin her new role at SFX on the first day next term. Although we are sad to be 
losing Rach we know that she is excited about the new chapter and the change and 
challenges that it will bring. As many of you would know, Rach has not only been a 
great addtion to our staff over the last 10 years but has been an active parent and 
community member during this time. We will formally farewell Rach later this term. We 
have begun the process of advertising for her position. We thank Rach and wish her all 
the best. 
 
Next week I am fortunate to be participating in the Catholic Education Canberra-
Goulburn’s Aspiring Leadership Program. I will attend this leadership development 
program on Monday and Tuesday. I look forward to talking to other leaders from across 
our Archdiocese and discussing the great things that are happening at St Monica’s. 
 
On Wednesday we have our annual Cross Country Carnival at Stromlo. Please return 
these permission notes by tomorrow. A program of events was also sent home but 
please note that these are rough times. We will do our best to keep events to the times 
provided however we do need to run the carnival taking in the whole event not just 
individual races. We have to take into account many factors such as weather, bus 
travel, how students are travelling, parent helper availabilities etc. This does mean that 
we do at times have to change the order of events.  
 
Everyone is invited to attend a meeting with Archbishop Christopher Prowse at 7:30pm 
on Thursday 30 March. The meeting will be held in our school hall. Issues regarding the 
merger of St. Monica’s and St Michael’s Parishes will be discussed. Please come along 
and have your say. 
 
As always, I ask that you keep those in our community who are experiencing 
challenging, sad or difficult times at present. Please reach out and support each other. If 
we, as a school community, can help or support any family further please come in and 
see us. 
 
Enjoy the week ahead. 
 
Patrick Ellis 
Acting Principal 

St Monica’s Primary School                                                                    
Moynihan Street Evatt ACT 2617 
Phone: 6258 5105                                                                             
Email: office.stmonicas@cg.catholic.edu.au  
Website:  http://www.stmonicas.act.edu.au 
 

 

OUR VISION 

GROWING TOGETHER 
Believe ~ Discover ~ Achieve 

 

 

 

 
Term 1 – Week 8 – 23 March 2017 

St Monica’s News 
 

SAFE, RESPONSIBLE 

AND RESPECTFUL 

LEARNERS 
 

 

LEARNING FOCUS 
Be Respectful 

 

Follow Instructions 

 

We always listen to our 
teachers and follow 

instructions. 

 

 
 

 

 

SOCIAL FOCUS 
Be Safe 

Hands off, Feet off 

 

We keep our hands and 

feet to ourselves at all 

times. 
 

 
 

 

 
 

A WORD FROM OUR PRINCIPAL 
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Kindness 
Kindness is showing you care, doing some good to make life better for 
others. It is being thoughtful about people’s needs. Kindness is showing love 
and compassion to someone who is sad or needs your help. Kindness is 
treating yourself and others gently. It is caring about the earth and all living 
things. 
“Sometimes it is hard to love people, Lord. 
Show me how to start with small things. 
Help me to give a small gift first. 
Help me to smile at them. 
(St Teresa of Calcutta) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sacrament of Eucharist 
The parent night for the Sacrament of Eucharist 
(First Holy Communion) will be held next 
Wednesday night 29 March 7:00pm in the St 
Monica’s School Library. 
Commitment Masses for the Sacrament will be 
held on Saturday 1 April at 6:00pm and Sunday 2 
April. 
The Home Group Program will commence in Term 2. 
Enrolment Notes were sent home yesterday with Yr 4 students who received 
the Sacrament of Reconciliation last year. If your child is in Yr 4 (Catholic) 
and participated in the Reconciliation program last year, did not make their 
Reconciliation but is interested in making their First Holy Communion please 
speak to me. 
Students in Yr 5 and 6 are welcome in the program. Please contact your 
child’s teacher or myself to discuss. 
 

LENT 

Putting Others First 

Lent—a time set aside by the 
Catholic Church for spiritual renewal 
and reflection on Christ’s passion 
and resurrection—is the logical 
liturgical season to explore what it 
means to serve others. Rather than 
concentrating on ourselves (“Should 
I give up chocolate for Lent or 

coffee?”), why not walk around the neighbourhood and pay attention to what 
we see? Are there elderly neighbours who need help with their houses or 
yards? Are there families who could use a little downtime? Do you know 
someone who could benefit from a phone call or text message? Are there 
service programs within a few miles of our home that need volunteers? 
Through the reflection and repentance that mark Lent, we hope to clear out 
our personal clutter and start fresh with Easter, to become more whole and 
more holy. All of this requires that we step back from ourselves and get a 
clearer perspective. Nothing helps us step back better than focusing on someone besides ourselves. 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS 

 

 

VALUE FOCUS - Kindness 
  

 

 

SACRAMENTS – 2017 

 
 

SACRAMENT OF EUCHARIST: 
Parent Information Evening: 

Wednesday 29 March 
First Communion Commitment 
Masses: Saturday 1 April 6:00pm 

Sunday 2 April 10:00am 
First Holy Communion:  Saturday 17 

June Sunday 18 June 
 

 
 

 

SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION: 
Parent Information Evening: 

Wednesday 10 May 
Confirmation Commitment Masses: 
Saturday 13 May 6:00pm, Sunday 14 

May 10:00am 
Parent and Child Night: Wednesday 25 

May 
Sacrament of Confirmation:   

Wednesday 26 July 6:00pm, St Monica’s 
Church 

 

 

 

 
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: 

Parent Information Evening: 
Wednesday 11 October 

Reconciliation Commitment Masses: 
Saturday 14 October 6:00pm, Sunday 

15 October 10:00am 
Sacrament of First Reconciliation: 

Wednesday 22 November 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 



In finding the means to serve other people, we benefit those people in the help we offer them. We benefit ourselves in balancing our 
interests and energy. And we benefit the Kingdom of God, simply by living more as Jesus did. When we follow Jesus’ example of 
humility during Lent—everyone wins. 

Carmel Rheinberger – Religious Education Coordinator 
 
 

 
 
Student Representative Council (SRC) 
Earlier this term each year 3-5 class held an election to choose 2 students who would form part of the Student Representative Council.  
Successful applicants take on leadership responsibilities and become spokespersons for the students at St Monica’s. This is now 
separate from the Year 6 leadership program. They listen to concerns and think of ways to make their school a better place. SRC 
members meet with the Principal twice a term and work on implementing new ideas around the school. Congratulations to the 2017 
SRC members: 
3M – Isabella C and Ella K 
3W- Archie E and Ava S 
3/4R – Sebby D and Aurelia S 
4C –  Jaidah T and Joseph O 
4B – Adrian S and Alicia M 
5D – Phoebe W and Patrick E 
5E – Sam Mc and Lily S 
5/6M – Clara A and Byron P 
They will be presented with certificates of acknowledgement at our week 9 Friday Assembly.  
 
Design A Brick Project 
To mark the 40th Anniversary of St Monica’s we will be ordering pavers where families can get their name and/or drawing engraved.  
The following two pavers will be available to purchase. This will be a fundraising 
initiative for our school. These pavers will be placed in a path design up near the hall.  
 
Notes will come home next week with information of how to order a paver. You may 
choose to order one paver (eg Option 1 with your family name) or both pavers (eg 
Option 1 with your family name and Option 2 with a drawing from your child). We are 
aiming for all pavers to be ordered, delivered and laid by August, in time for St 
Monica’s Feast Day celebrations. 
 
Payment options will be set up via Qkr! and order forms will need to be returned to the 
school office which will then be passed onto Emma Howlett who is our Fundraising 
Coordinator for the P&F. 
 
Option 1     Option 2 

 
 
 
 

 
Max 3 lines per paver    Simple drawing or picture 
Max 17 characters/line    Black and White 
Paver Size – 230x115x40mm   Paver Size – 230x345x40mm   
Cost - $30     Cost - $35 
 
World’s Greatest Shave 
A thank you to everyone who supported the Leukaemia Foundation last Friday by participating in our ‘Crazy 
Hair Day’. There were some ‘crazy’ hairstyles including some with added props. As a school community we 
raised close to $150 which is a great effort by everyone involved. A big thank you to Lara Mc (6S), Carys M 
(6S), Charlotte W (6S), Taeya  H (6S), Eden B (6S), Olivia R (6S),  Maddie G (6S), Ava J (6S), Anjeli R-G 
(6S), Natalia M (6S),  Hunter M (6M),  Feliks W (6M),  Katie F (5D), Callie W (5D), Marin J (4C), Annie R (4C), 
Emily R (2D) and Natalie R (KRG) the students who actually registered for this fundraising event themselves 
and who have been actively raising their own funds to support this great cause by dying their hair. A special 
mention to Maddie  G (6S) who has taken it one step further and is raising funds through deciding to shave her hair. This is a big 
decision for Maddie and one that has shown how important this cause is to her. Well done! 
 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

 

 

COMMUNITY COUNCIL OPEN MEETING 

 
YOU ARE INVITED TO ATTEND A 

COMMUNITY COUNCIL OPEN MEETING 
TUESDAY 28 MARCH 

6.30-7PM 
STAFFROOM 

 

 
 



Champions’ Reading Challenge  
To encourage our students to keep reading, the St Monica’s staff will once again challenge all of our students 
to read 12 books by the end of Term 1. Students are required to record the books they have read (see Mrs 
Hind for sheet), with an adult signing off on each of the books they have read. Any type of book can be 
recorded, including readers, fiction, non-fiction, picture books and chapter books. Students can complete the 
recording of their sheets during Library lessons or at home and additional sheets can be picked up from the 

Library. When each student completes the challenge they are required to place the sheet in the box in the Library. All students who 
enter will be in the draw for gift vouchers from Book Passion, which will be drawn at the final assembly in Term 1. Students can enter 
more than once. Good luck!  Happy reading - Mrs Hind 
 
Action Buses – Route 410 
School Service 410 will see a diversion at Gungahlin Marketplace.   

Commencing: Monday 24 April 2017 until further notice.  

Change to route: Due to the closure of Hibberson Street Gungahlin Bus Stops 7002 and 6135 will no longer be serviced. This service 
will now drop off at Stop ID 6003 – Raiders  Club  

We encourage you to view this information now available on the Transport Canberra Website. We further advise that parents and 
students are able to use our NXTBUS system to view live bus information for selected stops or stations. 
 
Harmony Day 
On Tuesday 21 March, we celebrated Harmony Day, which is where we celebrate all our races, cultures, similarities and 
differences.The theme for this year's Harmony Day was 'Everyone Belongs'. We think that at St Monica's we make everyone feel 
welcome, we are all different but we all belong to our amazing school.  In 6S we collected data about how many cultural backgrounds 
are represented; our ancestors come from  26 different countries!  We thought that was pretty awesome.  

We are all different but we all belong! - Social Justice Team - Oscar 

 
Community Council Email Address 
As a Community Council we can only represent you if we know what is on your mind, this address is just another avenue of contact. 
Council.StMonicas@cg.catholic.edu.au  
The email will be checked regularly by Evelyn David-Hoole, Council Executive Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A friendly reminder to families that Term 1 school fees are now due. This does not include families who 
have a Direct Debit arrangement in place. Please contact our Finance Officer, Allison Walsh if you are 

concerned about your school fees account. 

http://www.transport.act.gov.au/service-updates
http://www.nxtbus.act.gov.au/#/liveDepartures
mailto:Council.StMonicas@cg.catholic.edu.au


Next School Assembly – Friday 31 
March at 1pm  
Class and Star Awards from Week 8 
and 9 will be presented  
 
Next School Prayer will occur next 
term due to Holy Week events. 
Value Awards for Week 8 and 9 will be 
presented at the last assembly for the 
term on Friday 7 April. 
 
 
 
No  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
St Monica’s PSSA Belconnen Swimming Squad 
Yesterday we had a squad of fourteen students from Years 2, 3 and 4 who competed at the Belconnen Swimming Carnival at the AIS. 
The students represented St Monica’s very well and their behaviour and efforts on the day were exceptional. Thank you to all of the 
parents and grandparents who were able to come along on the day and support our students. At the end of the day the Carnival 
Organisers were still finalising results and ribbons. They will be sent out to schools very shortly. Well Done to our swimmers! 
 
 
Catholic Schools Soccer Carnival 
 Year 5 and 6 students  can collect notes and draws from the Office after camp. If they miss out there will be a link on the school 
website located :  Publications – General Notes. 

 
 

 

 
Value Award –  
Kindness 

Class Award – 
Humanities or Science 

KR Saket D Lachlan J 

KMR Lily H Cooper D 

KRG Ivana P Aidan H 

1VH Amelia B Zachary H 

1S Lachlan T Cooper N 

2L Siena D Jesse F 

2S Scarlett B Makenna M 

2D Michael H Yianni K 

3M Pyper M Riley Mc 

3W Layla R Tyler N 

3/4R Conner H Arabelle S 

4B Isabella S Sam G 

4C Sienna H Marin J 

5D Hayley S Patrick E 

5E Lachlan R Thomas B 

5/6M Zara D Brynn F 

6M Claire R Patrick H 

6S TBA TBA 

M&M Star Medallions –  Zac C (2S), Leila W (2S) Jess H (3/4R) 
 

Pride Badges –   
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

Kindy Nicholas P 

Year 2 Holly F 

Year 3 Conner H 

Year 5 Nicholas I 

SPORT NEWS 

 

 

AWARDS AND ACHIEVEMENTS 

 



UNIFORM SHOP 
 Monday 8.45am - 9.15am 
Tuesday 2.50pm - 3.20pm 

If you are unable to attend the shop during 
these times, you may submit your order through 

Qkr and your child’s order will be delivered to 
their classroom. 

 

 

 
 

Congratulations to our year 6 students Jess W (5/6M), Ellen C (5/6M), Victoria M (6M) and Jack F (6S) and their St Joeys team mates 
for a winning the Primary school 5/6 Saturday morning competition for 2016/17. These players and their families would greatly like to 
thank their coach Mr Fletcher for all his coaching and support. We are very lucky to have Mr Fletcher at our school.  

 
PSSA Selections 
Congratulations to the following students selected for PSSA. 
League – Lachlan F (6S), Lachlan S (5/6M), Adonai Y (5E) and Chad C (6S). 
Softball – Spencer B (6M), Jack F (6S), Flynn Mc (5D), Adonai Y (5E), Ellen C (5/6M) and Jess W (5/6M). 
 
 
Uniform Shop News - Winter stock changeover date 
The Uniform Shop will be changing stock over from Summer to Winter on the 2 April.  Winter stock will be able to be purchased from 
Week 10 either directly through the shop on Monday morning or Tuesday afternoon.  Alternatively, you can order via Qkr and the items 
will be delivered to your child's classroom.  

SPECIALS - Girls bootleg pants are reduced to $25, Girls maroon netball skirts reduced to $15. 

These prices will be valid until the end of June. 

WHITE LONG SLEEVE SPORTS TOPS - This is the last year that you can wear the white sports tops as we phase out to the new 
style.  All remaining stock will be sold for $5 each.   

The following quantities are available, so get in quick: 
Size 2 - 8 
Size 4 - 15 
Size 6 - 21 
Size 8 - 25 
Size 10 - 27 
Size 12 - 21 
Size 14 - 19 
Size 16 - 4 

Uniform Shop Team - Gemma, Keir, Heather and Kylie 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Roster for Term 1, Week 9 

 Early 
9:15 - 11:45am 

Late 
11:30 - 2:30pm 

MONDAY 
27/3/17 

Michelle Gaffey Michelle Gaffey 

TUESDAY 
28/3/17 

Evelyn David-
Hoole 

Evelyn David-Hoole 

WEDNESDAY 
29/3/17 

Cross Country Cross Country 

THURSDAY  
30/3/17 

June Manning 
Anne Carew 

June Manning 
Anne Carew 

FRIDAY  
31/3/17 

Tracy D’Ambrosio 
Samantha Cox 

June Manning 
Wendy Regan 

Samantha Manning - Canteen Manager - 6258 4687 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CANTEEN CORNER 
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Larissa Dann 

 
PARENT EFFECTIVENESS TRAINING (P.E.T)  

Supported by Parentline ACT 

 

Learn respectful communication skills, to help develop a peaceful, gentle approach to 
parenting, and resilient children (without the use of punishment or reward). P.E.T helps 
children and parents become emotionally intelligent, confident and considerate. The course 
is powerful, proven and practical.  Yell less, enjoy your children more.  Build relationships 
that last a lifetime. 
 

For more information: visit www.parentskills.com.au; read P.E.T. on a Page; and join the Parent Skills Facebook 

community 
 

The 24 hour course consists of three-hour sessions, once per week, for eight weeks.  Booking is essential. 

$390 pp for the course (investment includes a workbook and textbook). 

  
Course begins: Monday, 1

st
 May 2017(minimum number of participants required); Time: 6.30 pm to 9.45 pm; Place: Weston, 

ACT. 
 

Enjoy P.E.T. with Larissa Dann, Canberra’s most experienced P.E.T. instructor. 
Resource blogs:www.parentskills.com.au/blogs/larissa; Contact:info@parentskills.com.au 

 

COMMUNITY INFORMATION 

http://www.parentskills.com.au/
http://www.parentskills.com.au/blog/pet-page-summary-skills-and-principles-parent-effectiveness-training-pet
https://www.facebook.com/parentskills/
http://www.parentskills.com.au/blogs/larissa
mailto:info@parentskills.com.au

